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NOTICE OF RFP

THE MORRIS COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY

MORRIS COUNTY RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM (COUNTY OF SUSSEX PROGRAM), SERIES 2011
___________________

_________

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

For a Developer of Photovoltaic Systems with Respect to Certain Local Government Facilities in the County of Sussex, New Jersey
Dated September 8, 2011
IMPORTANT, RESPONDENTS MUST REGISTER.  
SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS.
The Morris County Improvement Authority (“Authority”) has issued a “Request for Proposals for a Developer of Photovoltaic Systems with respect to certain Local Government Facilities in the County of Sussex, New Jersey” dated September 8, 2011 (the “RFP”).  Capitalized terms not defined in this Notice of RFP shall be defined as set forth in the RFP.  The RFP was authorized for issuance pursuant to resolution of the Authority adopted by its governing body on July 20, 2011, a copy of which is attached in Appendix A to the RFP.  The RFP may be downloaded from the Authority’s website (http://www.co.morris.nj.us/improvement/), or a hard copy may be obtained from the Chairman of the Authority at the following address for a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00):

The Morris County Improvement Authority

Administration and Records Building

10 Court Street
P.O. Box 900
Morristown, New Jersey 07963-0900
Attention: John Bonanni, Chairman

T:
(973) 285-6047
F:
(973) 285-5266

solarenergy@co.morris.nj.us 


Timely, complete and conforming responses (“Proposals”) submitted by photovoltaic development firms (“Respondents”) in response to the RFP shall be reviewed, evaluated and considered by the Authority and its consultants, with respect to the Municipal Series 2011 Local Units, pursuant to the competitive contracting provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1(k)), with respect to the Board of Education Series 2011 Local Units, the Public Schools Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.1(k)) of the State of New Jersey (the “State”), and on behalf of the County Series 2011 Local Unit, the State College Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 18A:64-52 et seq.), all pursuant to (i) Local Finance Board Notice 2008-20, December 3, 2008, Contracting for Renewable Energy Services (“LFB Notice 2008-20”), (ii) the Board of Public Utilities protocol for measuring energy savings in PPA Agreements (Public Entity Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Cost Savings Guidelines, Dated February 20, 2009), (iii) Local Finance Board Notice 2009-10 dated June 12, 2009, Contracting for Renewable Energy Services: Update on Power Purchase Agreements (the “LFB Notice 2009-10”, and together with LFB Notice 2008-20, the “Local Finance Board Notices”) and applicable law.  Proposals are also being solicited through, and the RFP is being issued in accordance with, a fair and open process pursuant to the State Pay to Play Law, N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.1 et seq.  
Under the competitive contracting provisions of applicable law, the Authority is not bound to select the lowest responsible bidder, although the PPA Price, the elimination or minimization of the County Deficiency Amount, and as applicable, the provision of County Security to fund any such County Deficiency Amount, and the ability to perform the other Company Services, are each significant factors of the RFP.  The Authority reserves the right to conduct interviews with any or all of the Respondents, prior to the award of a contract, for clarification of any response to the RFP.  See Section 6.2 of the RFP for the Evaluation Criteria (defined in such Section) that shall serve as the basis for the contract award (see Section 6.3 of the RFP) pursuant to the RFP.  The Respondent who receives the contract award from the Authority to provide the Company Services shall be known as the “Successful Respondent” or the “Company” for purposes of the RFP. 

REGISTRATION

In order to be considered as the Successful Respondent and in order to access certain important information on the Authority’s website needed to prepare its Proposal, each Respondent must register with the Authority providing information pursuant to Section 2.3 of the RFP, including the following:  (i) a statement that such Respondent intends to submit a Proposal, and (ii) providing the name of its contact person (the “Respondent Contact Person”) and contact information (name, company, address, phone, cell, fax, and e-mail address) for any and all communication with the Respondent during the RFP timeframe.  Any changes to any information in the RFP, including any future addenda amending or supplementing any terms, shall be both posted on the Authority’s website (http://www.co.morris.nj.us/improvement/) and issued, via fax or e-mail, to the Respondent Contact Person.  Registration should occur immediately upon downloading the RFP from the website or otherwise receiving a copy of the RFP from the Authority.  Registration should be made by e-mailing the required information in clauses (i) and (ii) above to John Bonanni at solarenergy@co.morris.nj.us and/or mailing a copy to John Bonanni at the address referenced above.  Please reference MCIA/Sussex Solar Program.
One original and nine (9) copies of a fully authorized, completed (in accordance with the terms of this RFP, including Section 7.1 thereof), executed and sealed (either opaque envelopes or boxes may be used if necessary or desirable, so long as the Respondent and RFP are clearly marked on the outside) Proposal are due from Respondents by 1:00 p.m., Eastern time, October 13, 2011 (time is of the essence), to be delivered to John Eskilson, the Sussex County Administrator, at the address set forth earlier in this Notice of RFP.  See Section 5.4 of the RFP for additional requirements regarding the submission of the Proposal and actions to occur on the Due Date, including Section 5.4(j) of the RFP regarding the option for submitting an additional redacted version of the Proposal under OPRA, if applicable.   Should there be any conflict in terms between the Notice of RFP and the RFP, the provisions of the RFP shall control. 

All comments and questions concerning any facet of the RFP, including the corresponding procedures and requirements, must be addressed in writing, at the time established in the Proposed Schedule for the Series 2011 Program set forth in Exhibit 3 to the RFP:



(i)
If via hard copy, to John Eskilson, the Sussex County Administrator, at the address set forth earlier in this Notice of RFP;



(ii)
If via e-mail, to Deborah S. Verderame, Esq. of Inglesino, Pearlman, Wyciskala & Taylor, LLC, Counsel for the Authority: dverderame@iandplaw.com. 

A Pre-Proposal Submission Meeting shall be held for the benefit of all potential Respondents by the Authority and its consultants in the Freeholder Meeting Room, 1st Floor, Sussex County Administrative Center, One Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey, at 10:00 a.m. on September 13, 2011.  Please see Section 2.3 of the RFP for registration.  Potential Respondents are STRONGLY encouraged to take part in the Pre-Proposal Submission Meeting.  The Authority is considering allowing Respondents to participate in the Pre-Proposal Submission Meeting via teleconference and information concerning this option will be provided to Respondents at the time they register pursuant to Section 2.3 of the RFP.  Respondents are also encouraged to have, at a minimum, the persons responsible for coordinating the financing and technical components of any Proposal in attendance at the Pre-Proposal Submission Meeting.
Potential Respondents who, prior to each site tour, shall have sent a list of attendees to the Authority, via e-mail to John Bonanni at solarenergy@co.morris.nj.us and Jessica Vogel, CBCP, Birdsall Services Group at  jvogel@birdsall.com, shall have an opportunity to inspect the Local Unit Facilities for the Series 2011 Local Units, upon or in which the Program Renewable Energy Projects are to be developed, at the dates and times set forth in the RFP.

The Authority reserves the right to reject specific Proposals if not submitted by the time, date, and manner and at the place designated in the RFP, or if not completed in conformance with the terms of the RFP.  The Authority further reserves the right to waive any defects in specific Proposals that the Authority, in its sole discretion and in accordance with law, determines to be immaterial to the purposes of the Authority, the County, the Series 2011 Local Units and/or the Series 2011 Program.  The Authority further reserves the right to reject all Proposals or otherwise take such action that the Authority, in its sole discretion and in accordance with law, shall determine to be in the best interests of the Authority, the County, the Series 2011 Local Units and/or the Series 2011 Program.  The Authority anticipates that due to Local Finance Board Notices, it is possible the Authority will reject all Proposals should the PPA purchase price for electricity submitted in each Proposal be in excess of the existing delivered cost of electrical power from the Local Distribution Companies, which in the case of the Local Unit Facilities for the Lafayette Township Board of Education, is the Sussex Rural Electric Cooperative, and in the case of the Local Unit Facilities for the other Series 2011 Local Units, is the Jersey Central Power & Light Company.

Each submitted Proposal, without any further act, shall be deemed to be the property of the Authority, and shall be submitted and if applicable, presented, at the cost and expense of the Respondent, without reimbursement for any portion thereof from the Authority.  Respondents shall comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq.).   See Section 7.5 of the RFP.

This Notice of RFP has been issued and posted on the Authority’s website by order of John Bonanni, Chairman, Morris County Improvement Authority, this 8h day of September, 2011, all pursuant to an authorizing resolution of the Authority adopted July 20, 2011.
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