
Morris County Trail Construction Grant Program 

2026 Advisory Committee

Morris County Planning Board         Morris County Park Commission

Nita Galate, Mount Arlington Betty Cass-Schmidt, Pequannock

Greg Johnsen, Randolph Doug Gabel, Denville  

Stuart Lasser, Morris Township

Mohamed Seyam, Madison

At-Large 

Tom Malinousky, Long Hill 

Mary Orloff, Florham Park

Kevin Sullivan, Chatham Twp. 

** Thank you Tom Malinousky, a founding member of the Advisory Committee, who will be retiring from the 

Trails Program at the end of this year. 



13-Municipalities had Pre-Application Meetings requesting $ 3,282,605.11

• 2-Design & Permitting, 10-Major Construction, 1-Minor Construction

11-Municipalities Submitted Initial Applications Requesting $2,542,478.90

• 1-Municipality deemed incomplete

• 1-Municipality changed to Major Construction

10-Projects are Recommended for Funding at $ 2,290,808.45

• 9-Major Construction, 1 Design & Permitting

• 7 of the 9 Construction Projects resulted from Design Grants

Review Process

• Initial Applications were submitted by June 19th .

• Technical Reviews were completed by the Consulting Engineers 

• Technical review meetings were held with each applicant

• All applicants had the opportunity to revise material and submit their final applications by September 11th .

Program Changes approved by County Commissioners 

• Rule changes regarding amenity funding reductions and/or eliminations (examples: number of benches, no garden planting, and number of 

receptacles, etc.) saved the program $ 221,160.00, allowing that money to be used for actual trail construction.

2026 PROGRAM SUMMARY



2026 Funding Recommendations



Design & Permitting



Wash ing ton  Townsh ip
Pa t r i o t ’s  Pa t h  a t  F l o c k t o w n – D e s i g n  &  Pe r m i t t i n g

The current trail is an unimproved portion of 

Patriot’s Path on property that is owned by 

Washington Township with a MCPC Trail 

Easement. The trail would become owned and 

maintained by Washington Township in the 

future. 

Proposed Trail to be Designed

5,050’ Gravel / Stone Dust /Boardwalk

5,050’ Total linear feet or 0.96 miles

8’ Trail Width

$ 10.61/linear foot to design

Design Proposal includes 3 Tasks 

Task 1 – Survey & Mapping =      $ 14,750.53

Task 2 – Design & Plans =           $ 13,839.00

Task 3 – Permitting = $ 25,000.00

Total Design Fee =       $ 53,589.53

Matching Funds $ 10,717.91

Grant Request $ 42,871.62

Prior Grants

2016 South Branch-Drakestown Trail

2017 Rock Spring Park Trail

2018 Harrington Park Nature Trail

2021 Rock Spring Park Phase-2



Construction



Denv i l l e
M u r i e l  H e p n e r  P h a s e - 1  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

The first of a two part project that will 

traverse through fresh water wetlands and 

would ultimately create 0.59 miles of 

walking trail.

Trail Length & Surface

650’ Boardwalk 

1350’ Gravel / Stone Dust

2000’ Total linear feet or 0.38 miles

$ 215.65/linear foot 

Total Construction Costs $ 431,293.50 

Matching Funds $ 86,258.70

Grant Request $ 345,034.80

Prior Grants

2016 Muriel Hepner Bridge

2019 Den Brook Park Trail Phase-1

2021 Den Brook Park Trail Phase-2

2022 Knuth Fields Phase-1

2024 Knuth Fields Phase-2



Je f fe r son
C o m p t o n  G o b e l Tr a i l  P h a s e - 3  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

A multi-phase project with the goal to 

bring access from the Jefferson 

Township Recreational Complex at 

Route 15 to the Mahlon Dickerson 

Reservation. At the conclusion of this 

phase, approximately 3 miles will have 

been constructed. 

Trail Length & Surface

2700’ Gravel / Stone Dust

2700’ Total linear feet or 0.51 miles

10’ Trail Width

$ 78.74/linear foot

Total Construction Costs $ 212,608.00

Matching Funds $ 18,321.60

Grant Request $ 194,286.40

Prior Grants

2017 Liffy Island Bridge

2025 Compton Gobel Trail – Phase-2



L inco ln  Park
M o r r i s  C a n a l  Tr a i l  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

This Construction Project is the result of a 

2021 Design Grant and creates a 0.29 mile 

“out & back” trail with handicap parking 

access. 

Trail Length & Surface

1522’ Gravel / Stone Dust

40’ Asphalt

28’ Boardwalk

1590’ Total linear feet or 0.29 miles

5’ Trail Width

1,000 sq ft Parking Stall

$ 229.82/linear foot

Total Construction Costs $ 365,416.70 

Matching Funds $ 73,083.34

Grant Request $ 292,333.36

Prior Grants

2021 Design Grant Morris Canal Trail



Mendham Borough
B o r o u g h  Pa r k  &  A r b o r e t u m  Tr a i l  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

This Construction Project is the result of a 

2024 Design Grant. The project is centrally 

located to the historic district.  

Trail Length & Surface

120’ Gravel / Stone Dust

2597’ Porous Pavement

2717’ Total linear feet or 0.52 miles

8’ Trail Width

$ 125.26/linear foot

Total Construction Costs $ 340,318.00 

Matching Funds $ 68,063.60

Grant Request $ 272,254.40

Prior Grants

2024 Design - Borough Park Arboretum Trail



Mendham Townsh ip
B u c k  H i l l  N a t u r e  Tr a i l  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

This Construction Project is the 

result of a 2022 Design Grant. The project 

creates a distinct entrance off Tempe Wick 

Road and defines undeveloped trails.   

Trail Length & Surface

676’ Gravel / Stone Dust

410’ Wood Chips

1,086’ Total linear feet or 0.21 miles

7’ Trail Width

4,421 Sq Ft ADA Parking

$ 327.51/linear foot

Total Construction Costs     $ 355,679.50 

Matching Funds $ 71,135.90

Grant Request $ 284,543.60

Prior Grants

2019 Pitney Park Trail

2022 Design – Buck Hill Nature Trail



Morr i s  P l a in s
C o m m u n i t y  Pa r k  Tr a i l  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

This Construction Project is the result of a 2024 

Design Grant. Traverses Community Park, 

connecting recreational and cultural facilities.   

Trail Length & Surface

1,900’ Gravel / Stone Dust

1,900’ Total linear feet or 0.36 miles

5’ Trail Width

$ 88.01/linear foot

Total Construction Costs $ 167,216.50 

Matching Funds $ 33,443.30

Grant Request $ 133,733.20

Prior Grants

2024 Design Grant – Community Park Trail



Mount  A r l i ng ton
M c G r e g o r  Tr a i l s  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

This Construction Project is the result of a 2022 

Design Grant. Provides access to a diverse terrain 

as well as multiple mine ruins and a great lake 

vista..  

Trail Length & Surface

5,880’ Native Soil

95’ Asphalt

5,975’ Total linear feet or 1.12 miles

2’ Trail Width

10’ Clearing

$ 54.04/linear foot

Total Construction Costs $ 322,885.09

Matching Funds $ 64,577.02

Grant Request $ 258,308.07

Prior Grants

2018 Lake Rogerene Trail Construction

2022 Design – McGregor Trails



Pequannock
Fo o t h i l l s  Pa r k  Tr a i l  P h a s e - 2  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

Phase-1 Construction was funded 

through the program in 2022. This work 

will also be done by the Pequannock DPW 

employees. 

Trail Length & Surface

800’ Gravel / Stone Dust

800’ Total linear feet or 0.15 miles

10’ Trail Width

$ 95.08/linear foot

Total Construction Costs $ 76,065.00

Matching Funds $ 0.00

Grant Request $ 76,065.00

Prior Grants

2022 Foothills Park – Phase-1 

Construction



R ive rda le
I n d e p e n d e n c e  Pa r k  Wa l k i n g  Tr a i l  – M a j o r  C o n s t r u c t i o n

This Construction Project is the result of a 

2021 Design Grant creating a walking path 

around an existing municipal recreation 

complex.  

Trail Length & Surface

2,200’ Porous Pavement

2,200 Total linear feet or 0.42 miles

6’ Trail Width

$ 222.35/linear foot

Total Construction Costs $ 489,172.50

Matching Funds $ 97,834.50

Grant Request $ 391,338.00

Prior Grants

2021 Design – Independence Park Walking 

Trail



Grant Program Statistics
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Trail Construction Grant Program 

Statistics - Miles



Trail Construction Grant Program 
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