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  (Attachment Policy P-8) 
 
MORRIS COUNTY AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

RANKING SYSTEM 
 
 
I. FARMLAND QUALITY (Maximum 80 Points): 
 

Acreage (5 Points): 
50 acres or more  = 5 points 
25 - 49 acres   = 3 points 
10 - 24 acres   = 1 point 

 Sub Total =______ 
Soils (25 Points): 

Percent of Prime     _____% x .25  =____ points 
Percent of Statewide Importance  _____% x .20  =____ points 
Percent of Other     _____% x .00  =   0    points 

 
 Sub Total =______ 

Percentage of Tillable Cropland (25 Points): 
Cropland Harvested    _____% x .25 =____ points 
Cropland Pastured    _____% x .10 =____ points 
Permanent Pasture    _____% x .02 =____ points 
Other      _____% x .00 =   0    points 

 
 Sub Total =______ 

 Boundaries and Buffers (15 Points): 
 Deed Restricted Farmland    _____% x .15  =____ points 
 Deed Restricted Wildlife Areas  _____% x .13 =____ points 
 8 Year Programs & EP Applications  _____% x .07  =____ points 
 Farmland (Unrestricted)   _____% x .05  =____ points 
 Streams & Wetlands    _____% x .13 =____ points 
 Parks (limited public access)   _____% x .13 =____ points 
 Parks (high use)    _____% x .10 =____ points 
 Military Installations    _____% x .10 =____ points 
 Highways (limited access) & RR’s  _____% x .10 =____ points 
 Golf Courses (public)     _____% x .10 =____ points 
 Residential Development   _____% x .00  =   0    points 
 Other       _____% x .00  =   0    points 
 Cemeteries     _____% x .13 =____ points 
 

 Sub Total =______ 
  
 Density (10 Points): 
  Preserved Farms Within 0.5 Miles and Application Itself  = 2 points (Each) 
  Applications and 8 Year Programs Within 0.5 Miles  = 1 point (Each) 
 
           Sub Total =______ 
 
II. STEWARDSHIP (Maximum 10 Points): 
 

Soil and Water Conservation Practices     = 0-5 points 
 
Landowner is a Full-Time Farmer      = 10 points 
 
On-Site Investment Indicating a Serious Commitment to Continue  
Farming (Permanent Structures; Nursery Stock and Irrigation  
Systems; Condition of Buildings)     = 0-5 points 
        

 Sub Total =______ 
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III. LOCAL COMMITMENT (Maximum 10 Points): 
 

Financial Contribution for Application    = 0.5 points per % of county share 
 
Right to Farm Ordinance Containing a Notification Clause  = 3 points   
 
Municipality has a Farmland Preservation Plan and   = 5 points   
An Agriculture Retention/Advisory Board    
 
Active Municipal Liaison to the Morris CADB   = 1 point   

  
 Sub Total =______ 

 
IV. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS/ BONUS (Maximum 15 Points): 
  
 Historic Structures       = 0-2 points 
  
 Viewed as Very Important by the Local Community (Such as = 0-3 points  
 Local Farm Market or One that Serves the Community 
 As a Community Education Resource, Pick-Your-Own 
 Operation, Last Farm in Town) 
  
 Imminence of Change (Policy: P-4)     = 0-10 points  
  
 Easement Affordability - Percentage of County’s Annual Easement 
  Purchase Budget (up to –5 points): 
        > 50%  = -5 points 
        > 40%  = -4 points 
        > 30%  = -3 points 
        > 20%  = -2 points 
        > 10%  = -1 point 
        0 – 10% = 0 points 
  
 Participation in the 8 Year Program (0-10 Points) 
   Number of Years Completed:   1 Year  = 3 point  
        2 Years = 4 points  
        3 Years = 5 points  
        4 Years = 6 points  
        5 Years = 7 points  
        6 Years = 8 points  
        7 Years = 9 points  
        8 Years+ = 10 points  
            
           Sub Total =______ 
 
V. EXCEPTIONS: 
 
 One Non-Severable Exception     =  -0 points 
 More Than One Non-Severable Exception    =  -5 points (Each) 
 Each Severable Exception      =  -10 points 
     
           Sub Total =______ 
 
 
    
    TOTAL = _________ 


	Chapter I: Morris County’s Agricultural Land Base
	Location and Size of Agricultural Base
	Soil Distribution and Types
	Prime Farmland Soils
	Soils of Statewide Importance
	Soils of Unique Importance
	Soils of Local Importance
	Not Prime Farmland Soils

	Irrigation and Water Resources
	Statistics and Trends
	Number of Farms and Farm by Size
	Average & Median Farm Size


	Chapter II: Morris County’s Agricultural Industry- Overview
	Trends in Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold
	Crop Production Trends Over 30 Years
	Field Crops Production
	Forage Land (Alfalfa, Hay)
	Vegetables for Sale
	Corn for Grain

	Livestock & Poultry Production
	Egg Chickens
	Sheep & Lambs
	Cattle & Calves


	Support Services Within Market Region
	Processing
	Equipment Purchase and Repair

	Other Agriculture-Related Industries
	Organic Farming
	Farmers Markets
	Pick-Your-Own Farms
	Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs)
	Beekeeping
	Distilleries, Breweries, and Wineries
	Equine


	Chapter III: Land Use Context
	State Development and Redevelopment Plan
	Planning Areas
	Metropolitan Planning Area (PA 1)
	Suburban Planning Area (PA 2)
	Fringe Planning Area (PA 3)
	Rural Planning Area (PA 4)
	Rural/Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA 4B)
	Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA 5)
	Environmentally Sensitive/Barrier Islands Planning Area (PA 5B)

	Specific State Planning Areas in Morris County
	Designated Centers
	Designated Centers in Morris County
	Endorsed Plans
	State Planning Endorsement and the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act

	Draft State Strategic Plan (2011)
	Special Resource Areas
	Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act and the Highlands Regional Master Plan
	Highlands Act and Morris County
	Highlands Regional Master Plan
	Highlands Agricultural Resource Areas and Agricultural Priority Areas
	Agricultural Priority Areas
	Highlands Regional Master Plan (RMP) Land Use Capability Zones


	County Master Plan and Development Regulations
	Master Plan
	Circulation Plan Element, 2018
	Natural Resource Management Guide, 2000
	Bicycle and Pedestrian Element, 1998
	Water Supply Element, 1994
	Morris County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (2020)
	Strategic Plan, 2018
	State of the County Report, 2013
	Floodplain Mitigation Program

	Development Regulations
	Land Use and Trends
	Residential Land
	Vacant Land
	Industrial Land
	Public /Quasi-Public Land
	Agricultural Lands
	Parks and Open Space
	Transportation

	Sewer Service Areas / Public Water Supply Service Areas
	Public Wastewater Treatment
	Municipal and Regional Systems
	Current Sewer Service Areas and Facilities
	Package Plants
	On-Site Disposal – Septic Systems
	Wastewater Management Planning
	Water Supply
	Public Water vs. Private Wells
	Public Water Supply Systems
	Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority

	Municipal Master Plan and Zoning – Overview
	General Use Types and Minimum Lot Size Categories
	Residentially Zoned Land
	Nonresidential and Mixed-Use Zoned Land
	Description of Innovative Planning Techniques Employed
	Cluster Subdivision, a.k.a. Conservation Subdivision
	Non-Contiguous Cluster Zoning
	Lot Size Averaging
	Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)
	Use of Mandatory vs. Voluntary Options

	Development Pressures and Land Value Trends

	Municipal and Regional TDR Opportunities

	Chapter IV: Morris County’s Farmland Preservation Program
	Agricultural Development Areas
	Farmland Preserved to Date by Program and Municipality
	County Easement Purchase Program
	County Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Program
	Other County Preserved Farms
	Municipal Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Programs
	SADC Direct Easement Program
	SADC Fee Simple Program
	Non-Profit Programs
	Transfer of Development Rights

	Term Preservation Programs
	Non-Municipally Approved
	Municipally Approved

	Consistency with SADC Strategic Targeting Project
	Coordination with Open Space Preservation Initiatives
	Farmland Preservation Program Funding Expended to Date by Source
	Monitoring and Stewardship of Preserved Farmland
	Coordination with TDR Programs

	Chapter V: Future Farmland Preservation Program
	Preservation Goals
	Project Area Summaries
	Minimum Eligibility Criteria
	County Ranking Criteria
	County Policies Related to Farmland Preservation Applications
	Agricultural Labor Housing
	House Replacement
	Residual Dwelling Site Opportunities (RDSO)
	Division of Preserved Farmland
	Approval of Exception Areas

	Funding Plan
	Farmland Preservation Program / CADB Administrative Resources
	Factors Limiting Farmland Preservation Implementation

	Chapter VI: Agricultural Economic Development
	Consistency with NJ Department of Agriculture Economic Development Strategies
	Field Crops Production
	Nursery and Greenhouse Crops Production
	Livestock & Poultry Production
	Agritourism
	American Farmland Trust Farms Under Threat: The State of the States
	Rural Microenterprise Activity on Preserved Farmland
	Winery Special Occasion Events on Preserved Farmland
	Solar on Farms- Grid Supply Bill (S2605 and A4554) and Dual Use Bill (S3484 and A5434)
	Agricultural Management Practice for On-Farm Direct Marketing Facilities, Activities and Events; and Revised Right-to-Farm Procedural Rules
	SADC Agricultural Management Practices

	Agricultural Industry Retention, Expansion and Recruitment Strategies
	Institutional Stakeholders
	Farmer Support
	Marketing / Public Relation Support
	Community Farmers Markets
	Community Supported Agriculture
	Pick-your-Own
	Agricultural Education and Market Research Coordination

	Business Stakeholders
	Input Suppliers and Services
	Product Distributors and Processors

	Anticipated Agricultural Trends
	Impacts of COVID-19 on the Agricultural Industry
	Market Location
	Product Demand
	Sustainability and Resiliency

	Agricultural Support Needs
	Agricultural Facilities and Infrastructure
	Flexible Land Use Regulations
	Agricultural Representation in Economic Development Organizations

	Agricultural Support Implementation
	Cost
	Funding Opportunities
	Timeline



	Chapter VII: Natural Resource Conservation
	Natural Resource Protection Coordination
	Natural Resource Conservation Service
	Soil Conservation District

	Natural Resources Protection Programs
	SADC Stewardship Grants
	Federal Conservation Programs
	North Jersey Resource Conservation and Development Council
	River-Friendly Farm Program

	Water Resources
	Supply Characteristics
	Agricultural Demand and Supply Limitations
	Conservation and Allocation Strategies

	Waste Management Planning
	Animal Waste
	Recycling Programs
	Nursery and Greenhouse Film Collection
	Agricultural Plastics – Drip Irrigation Tape
	Nursery Pot/Plug Trays/Flat Recycling
	Pesticide Containers


	Energy Conservation Planning
	Outreach and Incentives
	Sustainability
	New Jersey’s Global Warming Response Act 80x50 Report - Evaluating Our Progress and Identifying Pathways to Reduce Emissions by 80% by 2050
	2020 New Jersey Scientific Report on Climate Change
	2021 New Jersey Climate Change Resiliency Strategy


	Chapter VIII: Agricultural Industry Sustainability, Retention and Promotion
	Existing Agricultural Industry Support
	Right-to-Farm / Agricultural Mediation Programs
	Basic Requirements for Right-to-Farm Eligibility

	Farmland Assessment

	Other Strategies
	Permit Streamlining
	Agricultural Vehicle Movement / Routes
	Agricultural Labor Housing / Training
	Wildlife Management Strategies
	Agricultural Education and Promotion





